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_ _—_ the STAGE. 5 
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WHEREIN 


The Wild Rant, Blind Paſſion, and Falſe Rea⸗ 
ſoning of that Piping-hot PHARISEE are 
made apparent to the meaneſt Capacity. 


+ Together with 


An Humble PETIT I ON to the Governouts FE 
of the Incurable Ward of Bethlehem to take pity 

on the diſtracted Authors of the Town, and 

not ſuffer * em to n Mankind at this rate. 
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EN of Callin . Whim may 


WA VET [i be indulg d in particular Humours: 


SIA YE þ fo long as they are not miſchievous. 
irt is a Compliment the well bred. 
part of Mankind pay to Madmen 


3 and Children, not to contradict them in their 


little Oddneſſes; but when they y grow trouble- 
ſome, and preſume too far on the World s Indul- 


7 * 
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A 2 genes, PE 


; ( 4 * 
gence, it is ks they ſhould be ſnubb d and con- 


trould. 
This is the Caſe benin me 8 


lt; had he never d in Print, I had left 
the Turtuſſe to him, nd he might have ſnuf- 
fled againſt the Stage to this Day unmoleſted, but 
when he preſumes thus publicky to libel and de- 
fame my favourite Diverſion, he is inſupporta- 
ble; nor ſhall I ſuffer the l Hypocrite 


to pals unchaſtiſed. | 
r abſeadted fray all 


This Man, el a Tempe 
that's gay and generous, looks with an evil Eye 
on het innocent Diverſions of other People, 5. 
like ſome of the old primitive Puritans, cannot 
bear to ſee any body merry. He would have all 
Mankind come into his Wegs rigid way of 
thinking; and is ſo poſitive of being in the 
right, 2 he tells us K is Arguments againſt the 
| * firong and plain as any that can 
be urgęd a8 unſt the Worſhipof Images; when, 
alas, = — dad r found: more 
2e than tlie Stage has, of Mr. 
Een we Had all one” the SE Toe to this 
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For, 
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For, begging Mr. Law's Pardon, I cannot 
come into his) way of arguing. He firſt begs 
the Queſtion, and then takes it for granted. 
Having thus pal med his own Aſſertion upon His 

Readers, he very modeſtly draws his ownlnferences, 
and remains, as he imagines unanſwerable: But 
I muſt confeſs I think far otherwiſe; Þ never 
read a more unfair Reaſoner, his Arguments are 
ſtrained beyond the pitch of Truth; they are too 
chimerical to have any effect on thinking Peo- 
plwK'e; and are only calculated” to rerrify- Perſons 
whoſe Conſeienees and Capacities are feeble and 
„ d a ood 
Thheſe ke frightens witkt Bull. beg pars ard Raw- 
head and — tells em a leg Ramey Rid | 
of dancing Devils and ſinging Devils; of the De- 
vil's Ground; the Devils Houſe, and the Devil 
and all: Surely the Devil and he are great Cro- 
nies, the Word Devib being in alinoſt every other 
Eine of his Book. Bur ler thoſe he ſtar d witli 
his Bugbaans: who fear the Devil; fbr my part I 
defy- Him- and! all his Works; of which Eaus 
Book ir no ſmall part, being written at his HE 
Kipation. 1 GL ys OE 


. 


for 


ny Es) 8 
For who but a Man of a deviliſh Temper, 
puff d up wich a ſuperſtitious Self- ſufficiency, and 
blinded with the Madneſs of falſe Zeal, would 
have flown in the Face of the Government, and 
thus publickly affronted all Mankind. Is it not 
enough for him he is indulg'd in his own Whims, 
but he muſt dart his oblique Reflections againſt 
his Superiours, and that in ſo ſcandalous, fo vile 
-a Manner: ** 
In his ninth Page he tells us tis as unlawful 
to go to a Play as to aſſiſt and reward a Man for 
renouncing a Chriſtian Life; and that to ap- 
prove, aſſiſt, or encourage a Player, is as evi- 
dently ſinful as to encourage a Man in ſtealing. 
That Players are as bad as Thieves and Mur- 
derers; and, That the Buſineſs of a Player 
(Pag. 10.) is one of the moſt abominable of 
I fo, why are not the Players hang d as 
well as Thieves and Murderers? and = are 
they conniv'd at in the moſt abominable of 
Crimes ? and why are not their Encouragers 
and Abettors taken out of the Pit, Boxes, Oc! 
and brought to condign Puniſhment ? 85 


- 


This 


YZ. 


This is what he drives at; nor date 1 draw 
che Inference he ſo artfully infinuates-- But I 
deny his. every Aſlertion, and afficm to his teeth, 
chat, 


% 


1. The Buſinek ot a 1 is far from be: 
ing the moſt abominable of Crimes, it is repug- 
nant neither to divine or human Law. 

II. That Perſons may go to hear Plays, and 
not be guiley of Crimes AR to Murder, 
Theft, . 

III. That Mr. 8 iS more gilt than Play- 
ers or their Audiences. 


My fut Aſſertion ay 1 caſily proved, there 
being no particular Text of Scripture againſt 
Players or Playhouſes ; nor is there any Allu- 
ſion that can carry the leaſt Hint that way: Now 
we may very juſtly preſume that if our Saviour 
had eſteem d Playhouſes or Players pernicious, 
they had been ſpecify'd' in his Doctrines, which 
are doubtleſs the whole Summary of che new 
Law, and never eſcap d his particular Notice, 

. eſpecially when in his time there was a moſt mag · 
nificent Theatre in * but, far from that. 


he 


— : 


( 8 ) 
be choſe rather to laſh ſuch Hypoctite as Law, 
and cry, Wo unto vou iber and 9 . 
AMat. xxiii. 1 E % 
l muſt entreat the Reader to turn to . | 2 
ter, and he will find in that moſt excellent Denun- 
ciarion the Picture of my Antagoniſt moſt exactly 
drawn; our Saviour's expreſs Words being fo ſe- 
vere a Satire upon ſuch Phariſees, that he needs 
no other Confutation, and if he has any Grace 
or Shame left, his Mouth muſt be ar and 
himſelf acknowledge his own Impertinence. 

I ſhall paſs over St. Pauls Quotation from Me- 
nander, and many other Authorities I could pro- 
duce in Vindication of the Stage, having, as [ 
- humbly preſume, fairly confuted his firſt Pr 
ſition, upon which his whole whincal Syltem 


| * is founded. 


As for human Laws, ever pu nce = "Wi "al 
been Players and Playhouſes in England, they have 
been under the immediate Protection and En- 
couragement of the Government, a number of 
them at this preſent time being ſworn into his 

Majelty's actual Service, under the Title of His 
Majeſty's Company of CoMnDians: : If ſo, bow 

* is Low to e ſuch Perſons with 


es, = 


5 demnation. He . 9 R 


5 * 
5 9 | 


Thieves, . anda at the ſame time ts make their 


Encouragers as bad as themſelves? 1 leave his 


mioſt unmanherly, unjuſt, and diſſoyal Conclu- 


ſion to Imagination, as not fit to flow from the IN 
Pen of a Subject or a Chriſtian. _ PIR oh 
It is evident, the Royal Family, che Nobitezs . 
and, in a word, the Chief of 41h Engliſh Na- 
tion have been at Plays; ; hay, ſome Men of 
Learning and Probiry much ſuperiour 0 Mr. 


Lau have wrote Plays; and others as 


Chriſtians and as ſtrict Livets as Mr. 125 5 
acted Plays: I dare oppoſe Mr. Wilks, Mr. A : 
and Ever other Actors, in their private Cha- 
raters, to Mr. Lau, or any other canting Hy- 
pocrite whatever." If Players are fuch Repro- 

bates, why are they admitted to the Sacrament, 
or even into the Church > But Mr. Lau not on- 


ly arraigns he Legiſlature, but the Clergy for | 
not coming into his whimſical Notions. 


Since therefore Theatres are not contrary to 
divine or human Laws, what muſt we think of 
this Madman, who rails at Theatres till he foams 
again. Bur his own Words are his beſt Con- 
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=. - CAE 
ot drawing Characters, and yet himſelf draws 
xe. Charageers. under the borrow'd:Names- of 
Lais, Trebonia,, and, Fucunda. This is the very 
Sin he cries out againſt, yet cannot ſee the Beam 
in his own Eye. But I ſhall. ſet him in a right 
t; and from direct Quotations furniſh the 

own with a little Comedy written by this Pu- 

" Titan, Which E ſhall call, The BRITISH TAR- 


UP EER: Or, The LUNATICEK ZEALOT : 81 
And which 1 ho 
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; To th the - Worktipki ful the 8 ours 
of the N bs of Bent 


lebem. 3 5 


8 Hunt PETITION ae Ranch 1 | 
. erchants, S hopheepers, and other Inhabitants 


Gt aw Scot and Lox, m the Gries 4 Tonen 1 
N : 7 7 
$ H E W E T H, 6 


FT1HAT your Petitioners. cannot withour | 
Mc -: Grief of Mind behold the * | 
diſtrac Authors of the Town runnin 

the publick Streets. Some haring and wp 


. 


n 


with Looks and Actions wild as ſavage Creatures, 1 


poyer- run our Children, overturn. our Wares, 
break our Show-boards, beat down the Perambu⸗ | 

lating Venders of Fruit, Fiſh, ec. and ſcatter 

their Goods about the Streets. Others, with 


Eyes hed to the Ground, ee to them· "1 2 


"Bona tc. 13 


» + 


8 regardicl of Danger, put us in the ut- 
| moſt pain, out of mere Pity for our Fellow- 
I! Creatures, whom we expeck every Minute to be 
run over by Coaches, Carts, Drays, ec. whole. 
"Drivers know. no Mercy. It is a piteous Sig ighe 
to ſee theſe poor unha py - Wretches beating, 
bruiſing, and ſtunning thernſelves, by running 
kull - butt againſt Poſts, pum ps, Gr. by tumb- 
ling Head: foremoſt into 7, 8 Vault c. 
0 the endangering their Necks, and the Terror 
of all Spectators who have the leaſt Humanity. 
And 5 0 is worſe, theſe poor Wretches infa- 
tuate our Youth with the contagious Spirit of 
Poetry, inſamuch that our Book-keepers, Ap- 
prentices, Gr. are making Verſes, When 
they ſhould be about our Buſinels. Even the 
who write not thertſelves, ſpend half he: 1 
in reading Legende, Romances, Plays, ans, 
and Pamphlets, to the great detriment of Trae 
__ Prejudice of the Publick. / Pg. 
We ere recommend to your En * 
Ar ted Clerk late y come from lrelmi, who runs 
up and down the Streets, * Pudding and 
-  Dunplag ! Pudding and Dampling ! which Cry. 
| ends afl ohr young People direeMy to the Cup- 
board, inlomuch that we are in a manner eat 
But ot Houſe and Home. 


The 


7* I 5 , 
ole nert Object 6s 1 Mad Beſs; who in 
-2 romantic manner calls Berk EL TZ A. This 
unhappy Gentlewoman is run diſttacted With 
Legends, Romances, and Adventutes, and has 
the Cacoerhes Scribendi ſo ſtrong upon her, that if 
due care be not timely delten the poor Crea- 
ture will certainly write ! herſelf to Death. n. 
\|-/Thenext Object is 4 little fat See, bo 
who went mad for the Love of Sally in our AL 
This poor Soul runs up and down wild 
Sand one Ends of: the Town to the other, fing- . 
ing and ſtmiling to himſelf, and cannot” fe a 
Lud but hel nake 4 Sh upon it. He is a 
walking Library, carrying always a Porter's Load 
of \Mufic:Books ;' inſomiuch that what with his 
| Burdens, what” With bis Fat, and what with 
his violent Motion! it walking, he will certainly 
fry himſelf to death before Mulſuminer if he is 
not taken in. 
10 There is likewiſe one Et "a Get tan 5 
like fort: o Man, bu but a8 mad -45 4 March Hare 
(che more the Pity:) Hie is a Plam- Dealer, and 
ſcruples not to ll every one their own, and ought 
therefore to be ſccur d, Fruth not 6 Paige to be ; 


& 


| 28 at * times. 


We 


646 


We muſt likewiſe recommend cpa Adel 
cala fü ſician When of your Cha- 
Irix. This 7 fancies himſelf a 
Prophet, and gives out Wemwin gs of a Near of 
"Wonders, of white Beats, and avld Men, to the 
Terror and Amazement _ Pak eee lege | 

Subjects. 

| ng . PE OY 708 to bb immatincly 

into your Care a poor — Maſter of rc 
Who raves. like a Madman, preaching D-—-n 
to all Mankind, eſpecially ſuch who go to Plays, 
EY Opera „ or other theatrical Entertainments. 
This Man writes without Fear or Wit, and what 
is work, finds out Perſons as mad as himſelf to 
print what he writes; ſo that if he is not imme- 
diately ü we ſhall certainly be over- 
run = Pamphlets, . eſpecially if he ould fol- 
| bow the Example of . an- 
WM {wer his own Works, 
1 We could offer numberleſs other Objedts of 
. Compaſſion; ; Poets, Politicians, Projectors, Pain- 
ters, Muſicians, Stockjobbers, c. but well 

knowing that all the Hoſgicals in London-cannot 


bj contain them, we wait with Patience * Le- : 
=p prune thai make —_— Framed: 1 
= - We 


0 177 : 
We are but too apprehenſive this well intended 
Petition will meet with great Oppolition from 
certain Printers and Stationers, as alſo from Pa- 
ſtry- Cooks, Frunk- Makers, and other Dealers 
in Waſte- Paper; but we hope the Publick Good 
will over · rule all private Advantage, and that 
your Worſhips, in your great Wiſdom and Com- 
paſſion, will take pity on theſe poor miſerable 
Objects, which will very much conduce to the 
publick Tranquility. . 


* 


* 


Aud Dur Petitioners ſhall ever pray. 
IS 3% 
" LONDON, Printed for 4. Moore near 


K, . 1 ‚˖ð*O· 


= > N 


— 
—— — weed * — 4 9 
7 - , ; 
1 | ST 
| ( 13 f 
* : 
F N * * 5 
4 . K 
— . » 
-” * ” 
$ a * . 
& of - 1 . Fo. - 75 W N re a T8 9 ve 
© $- » 3 F : 113 Wo * A etlaic 3 NESS 4h wt. «> F#E = 
— b * ae 1 * — 3 > ” =4 & 4 # 
* : $%*5 8 4 
5 7 - » 4 : ES - ö 
by” * „ « ' 7 . * . 28083 2 8 a £2 er 119 $4" as 4 " 
* ) 2 — 4 „ 8 9 * . F 7 % + 7 * Ly Z d 4 0 * . 
4 11 1 41 44 Gai nt 3 4 Saf 3% 43k e 1 
- , G — # 1 1 * r . 5 : 
| . — „ . 7 E 
S] — - 2 1 3 rug i 4 t A” 
Fo ” 75 3 L+ 8 2471882 Bre 1115 87 1 
1 F ae EY b # s - L Þ bs, þ 1 
1 2 l Catl 21 nie. 143% w ⏑ 14144 41 
1 — a+ + * N y 
f | 7 7? F ; 
1 2 . 
3 3 
5 
1 8 
; | = f ad 4 
A N FS * ; 
of 1 : 0 3 
1 F 
» | * *% 
4 - 53 
g ay 
© 
i * „ . 
8 5 i 
. 
=_ 7 
FT N « 
„ 3 N 
1 e \ 
| x 
2 N - 8 1 
-F* * 7 
=. Js - - 
FT > 
$i o 
1 6 
© 2 7 
© 
\ 
| : 
p | % 
= 
: 2 * — 5 A * 
1 - : - 
C * F 1 % 
* 892 * ; 1 1 * 
— 55 : - 1 * PE | N * 
o 2 £ © ' 1 * 1 124 * a „K = bY * 1 82 "= 2 * : 
GETS . 7S8 4 094 $0 > 
A 
t W my «5 2 2 
® 1 i = R & : 
— bw : mo a 0 
7 * * 
4 | # * * — 
py 2 * 
> 5 1 
E 2 ; 
. . * - % 4 hu : 
q | - 2 = * * * % 
\ | L "> 1 . i . 
» * o N . 
» : £ — CY "I 2 
7 2 82 * 
= * — 
a 1 er ee 
1 Y 4 14 F s \ I 3 ; - i 
1 d > 28,55 +4 
#4 4.2 = - 9 3 2 2 1 — 
_ 5 #7 * * 
>; 8 n 1 LIC * g ; 4 © - 
4 . 0 SS a * * % 
g 4 * 
1 7 — - " Za, * * * 3 * * — 
4 J a 0 ; E * 1 * * * * 1 5 N — 
; 5 N e Lt TICS 17 1 
11 p : . „ 2 x ISL 
F Ss — 3 A : * a * 432 5 
Iz ; . 1 5 Ds E 8 — 
4 * ö S F ol * 2 > 7 2 
Ky - of $ W 4 þ | — % 2 * 
ws #4 * 8 f age 5 
a, — — * 2 Fa 7 * 5 »& — py 4 1 45 1 & : * —— * - 
H Gy 5 1 ³ *. ( [A a N 
; + | 5 * 1 5 = Bo, 4 #7 "_— KI ; b 110 
1 a 8 , 6 thy » £2, __ , "X 
1 3 £ \ L * * 4 4 * „ 
bo > i L | = 7 »& 5 : 
= by * — 
2 — * $s S. 3 * 
bs : . — 8 2 wh. „ a 
i 4 A 4 \ 4 
Y * * 
8 * - * * 
- * * * 
i 
-” : , 
4 a . 
* p FP $- - 


